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CAPTAIN’S REPORT
It's been a busy time since my last report at the
beginning of May, with Championships,
Competitions and Inter-Club matches taking
place, as well as a number of Opens, visiting
Groups and Societies.
I would like to start with the most important
aspect of the Club (apart from the
members!)..............the course.
I think all will agree that the greens are
absolutely fantastic. I have lost count of the
number of compliments I have received from
visitors and members alike.
So it's a big THANKYOU to Simon and his
team for all the hard work that has gone into
making the course look great. Not forgetting
the contribution from Alan Carter the Head of
Greens.

On a personal note, we recently staged a
charity event run by a charity THE WOODEN
SPOON for the Sussex Rugby Clubs Golf
Championship. This was the first time the
event has been held at our club and naturally
quite a number of the 72 competitors were new
to our course.
The Rugby guys were stunned by the views
and I was overwhelmed with compliments
from all concerning the condition of the course,
and the very high standard of our catering.
Well done one and all. The bar was busy as
well!! The charity raised £2700 on the
day....fantastic.

Golf
The Club Championship was staged over the
weekend of 18th/19th June, with difficult
conditions to say the least, facing the 72
competitors –where is all this wind coming
from?!
The conditions on the Saturday were
particularly challenging which was reflected in
the scoring.
At the half way point Andy Barnes and Ritchie
Farmer were tied for the lead on gross 74.
The Sunday brought slightly calmer conditions
and in an exciting finish, Trevor Greenfield
with a 71 to add to his 76 on Saturday achieved
the lowest gross score, just ahead of Ritchie
Farmer and Andy Barnes.
The Warren Cup for the best net score was won
by Matt Greenfield.
The Mistlin & Chapman cups for handicap
players 16 and over was also held on Saturday
18th June in the similar windy conditions. 32
competitors battled against the elements, with
Cahel Logan (93) winning the Mistlin Cup
(gross) and Mark Allen (95-19) winning the
Chapman cup (net) after a count back from
David Campion. (See pages 8 & 9 for summary of
leading results and photographs of presentations).

The Ladies Summer Cup was won by Angie
Bainbridge, with Dawn Glastonbury and Bron
Morley in pursuit.

Congratulations to all competitors in the events
for battling through the wind and rain.

(Continued)

Ups & Downs
Pyecombe G C

Newsletter
May / June 2011

No. 119 Editor Alf Bickham

MEMBERS CONTRIBUTIONS TO NEWSLETTER
Leave in the Office with the Secretary or in an envelope in the foyer marked for the attention of Alf Bickham /
Newsletter or send Alf an Email message to his Email address of: alf@abickham.freeserve.co.uk
or to make contact by telephone, call him at home, Tel. No. 01444.242101



PyeNews2011 May-June page 2 of 12

CAPTAIN’S REPORT (Continued)
Many thanks also to Jason & Michael for their
help in organising the events and for getting the
scores sorted out so promptly. Also thanks to
the catering and Bar staff, it was a long
weekend for you, but much appreciated by the
members. I believe that despite the weather it
was a very successful weekend.

Unfortunately the PAVIT team came unstuck
in the first round, away against Bognor, by the
narrowest of margins: 6 ½ -5 ½ ...nail biting
stuff, so we are in the Plate and have so far
progressed to the next round following a fairly
comfortable home win over Highwoods.
Next up at Pyecombe are the Dyke on 2nd July,
we will know the result of this match as the ink
is drying on this publication. A win over our
local rivals would be quite nice!

In the new County Competition, Exclusive
Golf Trophy, the team got off to an unusual
start with our first round opponents Bognor
failing to turn up, so we achieved a bye into the
next round, away to Willingdon, where we lost.
We have progressed to the next round of the
plate by beating Royal Eastbourne. The next
match is against Foxbridge away on 2nd July.

The Cyril Blake team are doing us proud and
have now reached the semi-final where we
have been drawn to play Slinfold Park GC.
This match will take place at Worthing GC on
Monday 15th August, starting at 1200 (noon).
SPECTATORS VERY WELCOME!! En
route to the semi's the team have beaten
Singing Hills and then 3 very tough away
matches against Brighton & Hove, Wellshurst
and recently Beauport Park GC in Hastings.

The Club have also played:
Puttenham (taking a 9 shot lead to the away leg
later in the Summer),
Mannings Heath (trailing by 3 shots after the
away leg).
Emergency Services, won 3-2
Last but not least, a famous MSSL win against
Ifield 6-4 (The away side, very ably lead by
that well known past Captain, Jim Dossetter,
had a fantastic 4-1 win.)

Mixed matches are still progressing well under
the guidance of vice captain Dave Schwartz
and lady vice captain Jan Hawes, recent …….

matches have been played against Worthing &
Ifield, the Mid Sussex match started but was
abandoned after about 10 holes in truly
dreadful weather.

The Men's team Rumble, the Men's Invitation,
Senior's Winter League Finals, Senior's Open
and Junior Open have all taken place in recent
weeks...all were stand out successes with
satisfactory numbers turning out. I can only but
repeat myself concerning the praise received
from the visitors relating to our club and its
facilities, and the effort and hard work put in
by the staff.

The Captain's Bank Holiday Shotgun Texas
Scramble took place on 30th May, with 16
teams of 6 enjoying an excellent morning's
exercise, followed by the usual substantial and
high quality buffet provided by Nigel and his
team. The winners of the event with an
outrageously good score of 43.2 were Carol
Crothers, David Tree, Kevin Faifax, Tom
Fairfax, Ed Fairfax and Mike F Price.
2nd place on a slightly more realistic score of 48
were Shaun & Jake Southon, Mark Kemp,
Graham & Ritchie Farmer and Alison Baker.
The raffle raised £260 for MACMILLAN
CANCER SUPPORT. Thank you very much.

30 members went to Tyrrells Wood GC on a
very enjoyable exchange visit (30+ of their
members came to us). The Stableford event
was won by Mike Dring who managed an
excellent 37 points on a very warm day...his
scoring and the weather was too hot for most of
us.

Social
On the Social front we had to cancel the
planned evening with Des Desmond as it
clashed with the European Football Final and it
seemed that more members wanted to watch
Manchester United lose than wanted to listen to
Des sing! Nigel produced an excellent Tapas
style buffet for about 30 members who
attended the club to watch the match (and have
a few beers).

Unfortunately I had to miss the Summer party
but I understand that it was successful with a
reasonable number attending, good……..

(Continued)
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CAPTAIN’S REPORT (Continued)
Social (Continued)
…..entertainment and as always excellent food.

Many thanks to George Eves for organising
and chivvying up support for these events.
Please support him in his endeavours!

A reminder that we are off to the Open on
Friday 15th July, there are still a few spare seats
on the coach...details on the Captain's Board,
see George or myself if you want more
information.

Gala Day And Captain's Day take place on
6th & 7th August, notices are being posted about
these events, your support would be
appreciated.

Finally thanks go to Richard and Irene Silander
for organising a working Party comprising
themselves and helpers Bill & Margaret
Marshall, Geoff Webb, Joy Millns, Jenny
Mason, Di Mackley and David Brown, to tidy
up the garden near the main entrance. It is
much appreciated. I hope that you were treated
to a drink after your endeavours, if not then I'm
in the chair when I next see you in the
clubhouse!

Enjoy your golf in the Summer months
ahead...November is not that far away!!

Peter Gavin

LADIES SECTION

All the Divisional Matches are now complete and although all teams have won and lost matches,
those that we lost have been very close. Many thanks go to Aileen Greenfield, Bron Morley and
Ann Langley for organising the matches, and a big thank you to all those who represented the club.

At our Summer Invitation on 23rd June there were 18 clubs represented. The weather was mixed,
but a good day was had by all. Prize winners were:

1st: Pat Dossetter & Val Tingley (Hollingbury) 42pts
2nd: Doreen Shafer & Rosemary Williams ( Mannings Heath) 40 pts
3rd: Pam Perry & Barbara Pollard (Farnham) 40pts
Best front nine: Sheila Pearce & Elaine Adams (Ifield) 23pts
Best back nine: Ann Langley & Jackie Bryant (West Hove) 17pts
Nearest the pin: Belinda Toop (Mid Sussex)

Many thanks go to all who helped to make the day successful.

Aileen Greenfield represented Sussex in the South-East Division and the team was victorious. They
will now play in the National regional finals at Thorndon Park in Essex on 12th September and we
wish them every success.

My Captain’s Day is 5th July.  I’m praying for good weather.  I hope everyone will have a fun day.

Carol Crothers
Lady Captain

*******************************
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THE PRESIDENT REFLECTS

Competitors in the Club Championship encountered very testing conditions over the two days with
very strong winds and some rain at times. The less able of us found it difficult to control the ball as
we would wish and this was reflected in the scoring. However, the low handicappers fared better as
would be expected. A very close contest between a number of players went down to a nail biting
finish on the Sunday with Trevor Greenfield, scoring a gross 147 for the two days, just pipping
Ritchie Farmer by a stroke with Matt Greenfield and Andy Barnes a further shot back.
Congratulations Trevor! Some consolation went to son Matt, who picked up the Warren Cup for
best net.

The weather for the Ladies President’s Trophy heldearlier on Tuesday 24th May, had much
pleasanter weather and the winners with a net score of 70.5 (pictured above with yours truly) were
Mary Barnard (left) and Sue Trigwell (right). Sheila McNeill and Alys Gordon were a point
behind.

Reg Auchterlonie

Note to Members re Calendar
It has been decided to stop providing details of the calendar for the next 2 months with this
publication. It has been realised that by providing this information so far into the future
there is a probability that quite a number of details may change in the intervening period.
Most members have access to the web site where up to date information can be viewed.

For members with no web access, details of the upcoming events are published around the
club house and in the foyer. The information is updated weekly.

Additionally, in case of need members are advised to telephone the club, if they are unsure
whether there are tee bookings that may cause delays to their golfing plans.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
It is around this time of year thatyour Management Committee’sactivity gets into extra busy mode.
It is budget time for our next financial year and from which our subscriptions for next year will be
determined.

Income this year remains slightly on the weak side and it will be close as to whether we make a
slight surplus or loss. The current financial climate is affecting most golf clubs, and ours is no
exception. There are an increasing number of golfers deciding to play golf on a casual basis or look
for deals if joining a club.

With Management Committee approval I have prepared a document relating to the financial future
of our Club. I will be presenting this to the members of the various committees within our Club
during July. The document will be available to all members later in July.

Following Christine Batsford’s resignation in April a review of how the office functioned took 
place. With a part time secretary it was still felt that the hours of a full time person were still
needed to complete all the work required. After a review and interview process Matt Bolton will be
joining us on the 4th July. The office layout has been changed to accommodate an extra desk and
the computers linked to a central printer.

Len North

VETS SECTION
Since my last report the veterans section have played six friendly matches against local golf clubs.
We halved one match but lost the rest! I am pleased to report that we have a healthy number of
members entering these matches, but there are still a few “Able bodies” who have not yet put their 
names down.

The matches are great value played in friendly spirit and we give every one a fair share of home and
away matches they put in for. I also try to vary the pairings from match to match, but keeping the
same pairs where possible for home and away games.

The vets invitation on 19th May was I think a great success, we played in near perfect conditions
and the course and food were superb, a credit to our ground staff and house staff, well done all of
you. I am still getting compliments from members of other clubs that attended which makes me
proud to be a Pyecombe member. The results were as follows:

Visitors Pyecombe players
1st D Bigmore Highwoods 42 pts 1st P Gavin 41 pts
2nd B Mitchell Lewes 38 pts 2nd A Watson 38 pts
3rd D Stenning Lewes 38 pts 3rd C Openshaw 36 pts
4th J Ramsden Haywards Heath 38 pts

Best over 70 Best over 70
B Ledger Highwoods 34 pts R Auchterlonie 34 pts

Nearest pin 8th A Sibley Cowdray Park

Team Winners Lewes 109 pts (with a better countback 9 than Highwoods)

So far Martin Sutcliffe and I have played three Captain and Vice Captain challenge matches. We
have managed to win two but lost one narrowly.  I can’t disclose the score atthis time because the
pair who defeat us by the largest margin get the whiskey!

Ted Whitbourn
Vets Captain
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Henry Cooper & Sevy Remembered

The Henry Cooper Golf Classic was held in the 1980’s at the La Manga Golf and Country Club in 
aid of the Variety Club of Great Britain.

Manuel Ballesteros was the professional at the Club and Sevy was the tournament professional with
sponsorship from La Manga. Part of his agreement with La Manga was that he would spend so
many days a year at the complex.

We were fortunate enough to have his services for two or three days of our week when he gave a
golf clinic and played a number of holes with the chosen few.

Pictured above are Henry (2nd left), Sevy (4th left) and the event organising crew. Standing at the
back behind Sevy (5th left) is Harvey Smith who used to organise the starting times and the overall
scoring. With 30 celebrities and 90 paying punters, there was a lot of organising to do and a lot of
fun to be had!

It was a great experience and an event that I was privileged to be involved in.

RIP–Henry Cooper and Sevy Ballesteros

Harvey Smith
*****************************
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BRIGHTON & EASTBOURNE SENIORS WINTER LEAGUE.

Pyecombe G.C Seniors Prize Giving Day - Four Ball Better Ball Competition

On Friday 13th May fourteen pairs from Pyecombe and 6 pairs representing the other clubs in the
Seniors Winter League, played in the above competition on a very windy but sunny day. The
course was in good condition and scores were good.

LEWES with 40 pts defeated WILLINGDON with 40 points, but only on count back, for the guest
prizes.

Pyecombe Members.
1st Peter Gavin & Jim Dossetter 47 pts
2nd Barry Wood & Jim McGhie 46 pts
3rd George Eves & Neil Beard-Neilson 45 pts

The Seniors Winter League Cup was presented to WILLINGDON SENIORS who won the
league with 44pts as reported in the last issue of Ups & Downs. Lewes came 2nd with 41.5 pts &
East Brighton 3rd with 40pts. Pyecombe came 4th with 38pts and this was mainly due to poor
away results, however, we were the only team to beat Willingdon overall.

I am now retiring after 10years as Pyecombe Seniors Captain but I have enjoyed the challenge of
picking strong pairings and the teams over the years. Our record in this Brighton & Eastbourne
Seniors Winter League shows that we have been very successful winning 5 times out of 10, when
no other team has won more than Twice.

In the Cyril Blake & Gilbert Print County foursomes we have rarely been beaten at home and had
some very good wins away. We have been beaten semi-finalists twice. The luck of the Draw
comes into this competition more than it does in the winter league.

I would like to thank the Seniors Squad for their support during these years. My successors will be
Neil Beard-Neilson who is taking over as Seniors Winter league Team Manager and by Keith
Gorringe as Seniors County Foursomes team manager.

I wish both of them best of luck and hope they enjoy the experience as much as I have.

Alan Gower
Seniors Captain

****************************************

Results of the Junior Open played at Pyecombe on Thursday 2nd June
Gross Net
First–Steve Gibbs–Sedlescombe–71 First–Tom Curry–West Chiltington–62
Second–Almond Slade–Hill Barn–72 (ocb) Second–Tom Welch–Royal Eastbourne–65
Third–Luke Fitzpatrick–Stoke Park–72 Third–All Strachan–East sussex National–66

Girls
First–Megan Edwards–Hill Barn 88 gross net 65

****************************************
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PYECOMBE 2011 CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP COMPETITIONS

Pyecombe Golf Club’schampionship competitions were played on Saturday & Sunday 18th & 19th

June, for the following competitions:

The Mens Club Championship for male members with handicaps up to 16, competing over 36
holes for the Campion (best gross score) and Warren (best net score) Cups.

The Mistlin (best gross score) & Chapman (best net score) Cups for players with handicaps of 17
and above, played over 18 holes.

The Ladies Summer Cup, a competition, played over 18 holes.

On the Championship Saturday the weather provided very difficult conditions in which to play golf
with very strong wind and rain. The conditions were reflected in the scoring of all competitions.
The Sunday brought slightly calmer conditions and an exciting finish to the championship.

Men’s Championship Cup Winners Name Score
Best Gross & Winner of the Campion Cup Trevor Greenfield 76 + 71 = 147
2nd Richard Farmer 74 + 74 = 148
3rd Andy Barnes 74 + 75 = 149 (ocb)
4th Matt Greenfield 76 + 73 = 149

Best Net score & winner of the Warren Cup Matt Greenfield 73 + 70 = 143 (ocb)
2nd Nick Baker 73 + 70 = 143 (ocb)
3rd Andy Barnes 71 + 72 = 143 (ocb)
4th Mike Holland 71 + 72 = 143

Mistlin Cup winner (best gross) Cahel Logan gross 93
2nd Michael F Price gross 94
3rd Tom Knight gross 94

Chapman Cup winner (best net) Mark Allen 95 - 19 = 76 (ocb)
2nd David Campion 98–22 = 76
3rd Cahel Logan 93–16 = 77 (ocb)
4th John Chapman 96–19 = 77

Ladies Summer Cup winner Angie Bainbridge 90–10 = 80
2nd Dawn Glastonbury 107–25 = 82
3rd Bronn Morley 102–19 = 83
4th Ann Prior 98–14 = 84

***************************************
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Photographs of Competition Winnes

Texas Scramble Winners (See 2nd page of Captain’s Report)

On Left L/R:
Capt Peter Gavin, Pro Jason Bowen with
Cahel Logan receiving Mistlin Cup

L/R: Matt Greenfield with Warren Cup
Trevor Greenfield with Campion Cup

L/R: Capt Peter Gavin, Pro Jason Bowen with
Angie Bainbridge receiving prize for winning
The Ladies Summer Cup
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HOUSE REPORT

Just a short report to thank members who have done work for us over the last couple of months to
improve things around the clubhouse:
- Steve Bunt for various jobs including the boxing in of an old radiator cover in gent’s locker room
- Andy Selsby for fabricating the new rails on the steps
- Jason Penicard, Nick Wardell, Chris Harmes for assisting Andy install the rails
- Andy Taylor for his continuing help to sort out our electrics
- Mike G Price and his team for decorating the member’s/committee room
- Though probably mentioned elsewhere in Ups&Downs, Simon Wells, Irene and Richard Silander

and helpers/greenstaff for their work on the jungle at the front of the clubhouse

As mentioned before we need to continually improve our facilities and all suggestions and/or offers
of help are welcome.

On the Bar & Catering staff front, Nigel has recruited Cameron as his trainee chef on a three month
probationary period. Cameron is currently training at the City College Brighton and Hove. So far
Nigel is pleased with Cameron’s performance.

I’d just like to add my thanks to Nigel and the Bar & Catering staff for their work during an 
increasingly busy period.

Chris Openshaw
Head of House

First of all, many congratulations to Trevor Greenfield on winning the Campion Cup and Matt
Greenfield for making a family double by winning the Warren Cup. It was a very exciting finish to
the weekend with Trevor, Richie Farmer, Andy Barnes and Matt all in contention over the closing
holes. The Saturday round provided some extremely testing conditions which was demonstrated by
the fact that nobody in the field managed to break handicap. The Mistlin, Chapman and Ladies
Summer cup were also played on that blustery day and congratulations to Cahel Logan, Mark Allen
and Angie Bainbridge for their victories.

Personally, I was more than happy not to be playing in such conditions. Unfortunately the wind
was equally strong on a recent trip to the Dyke Golf Club (That lesser known course on the South
Downs) for the annual Captain, Lady Captain, Pro and Secretary Competition. Added to the wind
was also some torrential rain, not conducive for good scoring. I am pleased to report that thanks to
some steady team performances and some booming drives from Carol Cruthers the team managed a
creditable mid table finish.

One final point to note on weather conditions is the recommended practice for what
to do during a lightning storm, as in the case of last Tuesday.

(Continued on next page)
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What To Do During A Lightning Storm (Continuation)

Seek shelter at the first sign of a thunderstorm. If the course's warning system sounds, head for
cover. (Single loud blast from the klaxon)

 If possible, get off the golf course.

 Do not stand under a lone tree. This is where most people are injured or killed.

 Stay away from water.

 Stay away from your golf clubs.

 If your shoes have metal spikes, take them off.

 Move away from your golf buggy if using one.

 If stranded in the open, go to the lowest place such as a bunker. (Note: If you feel a
tingling sensation and the hair on your arms stands up, squat down, balancing on the balls
of your feet, feet together, arms in front of your knees. If in a group, members of the
group should keep at least 15 feet apart.)

 3 short blasts of the klaxon will signify when it is safe to continue.

************************************

EQUIPMENT CORNER–ELECTRIC TROLLEYS

DID YOU KNOW THAT CARRYING, PULLING OR PUSHING YOUR CLUBS WILL
COST YOU SHOTS?

Golf is a game which relies on your muscles, balance and energy being at their optimum to give you
the best chance of peak performance. Recent research* has shown that lifting a bag full of clubs a
hundred or more times during a round negatively affects the energy you have available for each
shot. To perform to the best of your ability it is essential to conserve all your energy and
concentration for shot making. Many golfers report that tiredness during a round is more to do with
pulling or carrying clubs than any exertion caused by the actual playing of the game.

DID YOU KNOW THAT CARRYING, PULLING OR PUSHING YOUR CLUBS AFFECTS
YOUR HEALTH?

Research has shown that many golfing injuries can be attributed directly to carrying, pulling or
pushing heavy golf equipment round a course for several miles. The spine is particularly
susceptible to injuries and once a problem starts it can take many weeks for the condition to
improve and for your golf swing to return to normal. Due to the nature of the injuries involved,
there is a real risk of permanent damage to both your body and swing. Knee joint injuries are also
commonly associated with carrying or pulling your clubs with the likelihood of long term changes
to your physiological walking action.

HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOUR HEALTH AND IMPROVE YOUR PERFORMANCE?

An electric trolley is the perfect alternative to carrying or using a manual trolley - saving energy for
the real business of scoring and reducing the risk of injury. The electric trolley is no longer the
preserve of middle aged golfers; today all age groups are performing better and increasing their
enjoyment as a direct result of using an electric golf trolley.
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DID YOU KNOW THAT BUYING A CUT-PRICE ELECTRIC TROLLEY CAN BE
RISKY?

When choosing an electric golf trolley, many golfers are tempted into buying a low price,
unbranded product, typically on the internet. Almost all will come to regret that decision. As
electrical products with a large number of moving parts, electric trolleys undergo a great deal of
stress over hilly, bumpy terrain in all weather conditions. It is therefore critically important that you
choose a top quality, reputable brand with proven reliability in order to secure the very best value
for money and to enjoy years of hassle-free golf. It is also essential that you buy from an
established golf retailer that will be there in years to come to provide the back-up service you
expect.

All electric golf trolleys are likely to need replacement parts at some point. If you buy a low priced,
unbranded product it is unlikely to be manufactured using high-quality components. We have all
learnt at some point in our lives that you get what you pay for. With a budget product there is
always a risk that the manufacturer will not be around in the future to supply replacement parts.

HOW CAN YOU GET THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY FROM YOUR TROLLEY
PURCHASE?

Astute golfers always buy an established, quality
brand of electric trolley from a reputable retailer
that they know will be there when they require
back-up service. They may pay slightly more
initially but not only will they look forward to
many more years of hassle-free golf, they will
also save money in the longer term.

If you are looking to get maximum value for
money with excellent customer service we would
welcome the opportunity to demonstrate the full
range of Motocaddy electric trolleys and
accessories available in your pro shop today.

Jason

**********************************

Latest News of PAVIT Plate round played on Saturday 2nd July 2011

As will be seen from the table below, the Pyecombe team were beaten at home by the Dyke

Home Club Result Away Club Score
Brighton & Hove beat Cooden Beach 10.5 - 1.5
Crowborough Beacon beat West Sussex 10 - 2
Haywards Heath beat Ham Manor 9.5 - 2.5
Mid Sussex lost to Royal Ashdown Forest 5.5 - 6.5
Ifield lost to Royal Eastbourne 6 - 6 Away win
Peacehaven lost to East Brighton 4 - 8
Willingdon beat Beauport Park 8.5 - 3.5
Pyecombe lost to Dyke 5 - 7


